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space the wool fibres could go with impunity, but any
burr was crushed to pieces in passing. When such
rollers are used before carding the locks of wool are apt
to go through the rollers in lumps so thick that they,
like the burrs, are cut to pieces, and to insure the wool
passing the rollers in a uniformly thin film, the rollers
have been used both after and in the middle of the
carding process. Probably when placed in the middle
of the card they do their work the best, for the rollers
which precede them open out the staples into a film
of uniform density, so that nothing but the burrs can
be crushed by the crushing rollers.
Most of the broken fragments of vegetable matter
fall on to the floor as the wool passes over the remaining
rollers of the carding-machine. Any pieces which can
be found in the carding sliver after this process are
very short and can always be taken out in the combing,
so that after this process tops can be guaranteed free
from all vegetable fibre unless there be hemp or manilla
present, due to carelessness in packing or sorting.
Whilst speaking of this subject, it may be well to call
attention to the immense number of fibres which result
from one or two inches of hemp twine, after it has been
pulled to pieces by a carding-machine. Hemp is
impervious to most of the dyes used for wools, and
therefore where such dyes are used, each fibre will show
as a tiny stripe when the piece is dyed and finished.
The latest patent for removing burrs consists of a
roller covered with square-toothed garnet wire, so
finely set that at first sight the roller appears to be
solid. The fact is that the wires are so close to one
another that the wool can just get down between them,
but the burrs cannot do so. The exact position of this
roller in the card does not affect the principle of its
working, its usual position being near to the feed-
rollers. Wherever it may be placed, a burr beater or